Determination of tetramine in postmortem specimens by GC-NPD.
A method for the determination of tetramine in postmortem specimens is reported. Tetramine is an organosulfur rodenticide. Parathion, an organophosphorous insecticide, was adopted as the internal standard. Both were extracted from biological materials by benzene and purified by an aluminum oxide column. The extract was analyzed by a gas chromatograph equipped with a nitrogen-phosphorous detector. The extraction efficiency was greater than 90%, and the limit of detection was 0.05 microgram/g for the liver. The standard curve was linear in the range 0.5-50 micrograms/g for the liver, and the correlation coefficient was equal to 0.9993.